
                                                                               

 

Problems faced by population living along the occupation line 

(Villages of Sakorintlo, Kvemo Chala, Jariasheni, Sakasheti IDP settlement) 

 

The so-called administrative "borders” of the Russian-occupied region are changing from time to time. 

On July 30, 2021, representatives of the Democracy Research Institute visited villages located near the 

occupation line - Sakorintlo, Kvemo Chala, and Jariasheni in the Gori and Kaspi municipalities and the 

Sakasheti IDP settlement in the Kareli municipality. The agricultural lands of Sakorintlo are 

surrounded by barbed wire. The banner near the gardens of the locals clearly reads - "Республика 

Южная Осетия" (South Ossetian Republic). Where there are no barbed wire fences (for example, in 

the village of Jariasheni), occupation is evidenced by the “occupation trenches” made by the Russian 

military. The main concern of the residents of the villages and settlements we visited is economic 

hardship, as well as negligence by the central and local authorities. 

   

 

Sakorintlo is located in the Kaspi municipality in eastern Georgia. According to the 2014 data, 114 

people live in the village (61 men and 53 women). There is no kindergarten in the village; Locals say 

that the village school has been closed for more than 10 years; The village has no irrigation water either. 

Water had been centrally supplied from occupied Tskhinvali. Since the headwaters of the river is now 

on the occupied territory, it has become difficult to solve the water problem. The village does not have 

an outpatient clinic, pharmacy, grocery store, or transport waiting area. It is impossible to see young 

people in Sakorintlo. Mostly older people remain in the village. Part of the locals’ agricultural land is 

now beyond the occupation line. Locals name financial hardship and security as the main problems. 



  
Meeting with the residents of Sakorintlo  

 

The village of Kvemo Chala has 1,075 inhabitants, 536 men, and 539 women. The main problem in the 

village is the lack of an irrigation system. The problems faced by Kvemo Chala residents differ from the 

problems of Sakorintlo only in that Kvemo Chala is a community center and has a public school. During 

the visit of representatives of the Democracy Research Institute, the kindergarten of the village was 

being repaired, which is expected to be completed in September. 

  
Rehabilitation of a kindergarten in Kvemo Chala   

 

The village of Jariasheni is located in the Akhalubani community of the Gori municipality, Shida Kartli 

region. According to the 2014 census, the village has a total of 235 residents (118 men and 117 women). 

The house of the Mestumrishvilis, which we visited, stands on the outskirts of the village. There is a 

trench made by the occupation forces near the house, beyond which the occupied territory starts. The 

lands of the locals are now part of the occupied territory.1 

 

 
1 Geostat, "Main results of the 2014 census in Georgia", available: at https://www.geostat.ge/media/20679/2014-

wlis-aRweris-ZiriTadi-Sedegebi.pdf, accessed: 15.08.2021 



  
The village of Jariasheni, meeting with Elizbar Mestumrishvili   

 

Outdoor lighting has just been made in the village, though incompletely. There are no light poles or a 

road near Mestumrishvili’s house located at the end of the village. It is unclear whether this is a result 

of the "savings" made during the reconstruction or whether the local and central authorities are less 

interested in the infrastructure process near the occupation line. The fact is that the closer you get to 

the "occupation trench" made by the Russian military, the older and more damaged garbage bins you 

can find; there are no outdoor lighting poles or roads either. There is a feeling that the territory 

controlled by the central government of Georgia has been voluntarily abandoned. 

 
Trench - the occupation line  

 

The villagers are worried about the disputed pastures with their neighboring village, which, according 

to them, used to belong to Jariasheni, however, due to the private interests of certain individuals, they 

can no longer use the pastures. The problem is further complicated by the missing archive documents.  

 



Among the IDP settlements of Shida Kartli, the most difficult situation is in the Sakasheti settlement, 

where 85 families live.2 Among many problems, the IDPs are most concerned about the fact that the 

agricultural plots allotted to them and used by them, despite the promise, have not yet been transferred 

to their ownership. The settlement is empty of young people. Due to the fact that Sakasheti is far from 

the municipal center and is not served by municipal transport, the most acute problem is 

unemployment. Residents of the IDP settlement work seasonally. They are mainly involved in physical 

labour. Movement problems make it difficult to access medical services, medicines, education, and 

educational institutions. There is no outpatient clinic or pharmacy in the settlement. 

 

The settlement has a faulty drainage system, due to which one-storey houses are constantly damp. 

Internal roads are damaged. Since 2008, the road has only been gravelled. IDPs are worried that getting 

to the cottages is problematic for pedestrians as well, especially in rainy weather. The drinking water 

system is faulty. The electricity supply is periodically shut down, which causes the shutdown of the 

water supply as well. 

 
2  Legislative Herald of Georgia, Decree of the Government of Georgia No. 2149, available: 

https://matsne.gov.ge/ka/document/view/2628942?publication=0, accessed: on 15.08.2021. 



 

As in many places, residents of the settlement are concerned about the lack of land and the difficulty 

of registering land ownership, as well as the lack of infrastructure and proper environmental 

conditions. 

Traditionally, the main source of income for the residents of the Tskhinvali region has been agriculture 

and livestock. The lack of land is, therefore, a significant challenge for the IDP families and those living 

along the occupation line. One of their main demands is to solve the problems related to agricultural 

land and pastures. 

According to the IDPs and some of the people living along the occupation line, their monthly income 

does not exceed GEL 400 at best and it may be as low as  GEL 45-100. Unemployment has a negative 

impact on the economic, social, and psychological situation of IDPs. Settlements and villages located 

along the occupation line are far from the district centers, which is why most of the youth have gone 

to other cities or countries for employment. 

 

 


